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Abstract 

 
Both Beatrix Potter’s The Tale of Peter Rabbit and Nancy Farmer’s The House of the Scorpion are children’s 

literary works that encourage their readers to have self-reliance in themselves which are represented by the young 

protagonists within the stories: Peter Rabbit and Matteo Alacrán. Both of them are children who have to face many 

problems in the story as the consequence for breaking the rule. However, although they have some similarities, they 

also have differences because both stories use different socio-cultural settings. Potter’s The Tale of Peter Rabbit 

got Victorian age influences within the story because the author lived within the era, while Farmer’s The House of 

the Scorpion uses Mexican culture as the socio-cultural setting. By using Intertextuality approach, this study aims 

to reveal the intertextual relationship between both stories that lead to the shifting meaning of self-reliance from 

the former text to the later text. The result reveals that the former text and the later text have a relation as hypogram 

and transformation. Furthermore, the writer discovers that although both stories have the same moral value, its role 

depends on the socio-cultural settings where the protagonists live within the stories. In the Victorian era, the self-

reliance was heavily promoted to motivate the lower or middle-lower class people to escape from social miseries. 

On the other hand, Farmer wanted to motivate the children, especially the ones within Mexican culture, to have 

self-reliance in them although the culture has a value to help their peers selflessly.  
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Introduction 

In children’s books, the young protagonist usually will have to face many challenges and obstacles so 

in the end of the story he will get some conclusions of his adventure that will become a moral lesson for 

the children readers. That is why children’s books also can be called as didactic texts. They are the texts 

that give moral lessons for their readers so they can become better people in the future (Nodelman 81). In 

addition, most of children literary works are didactic texts that will provide moral lessons for the children 

readers to let them know what kind of behaviors that are considered as appropriate and inappropriate 

behaviors within their society so they will become proper adults within their society in the future. In this 

study, the writer will analyze the intertextual relation between Beatrix Potter’s The Tale of Peter Rabbit 

and Nancy Farmer’s The House of the Scorpion which share the same moral value in their stories which 

is the encouragement for ones to have self-reliance in themselves. In this study, the writer wants to reveal 

the shifting meaning of self-reliance from the former text, Beatrix Potter’s The Tale of Peter Rabbit, which 

was published in England about a hundred year before the later text, Nancy Farmer’s The House of the 

Scorpion. Furthermore, this study also examines the similarities and the differences of the character, plot 

and setting of both stories in order to find the Intertextual relation between both stories.  

According to peterrabbit.com, The Tale of Peter Rabbit is the first story written by Beatrix Potter in 

1892, but was commercially published by Frederick Warne & Co. in 1902. The story is about a young 

rabbit named Peter who is very naughty and he does not listen to his mother’s advice to not entering Mr. 

McGregor’s garden. He is enjoying the vegetables in the garden at the beginning until he meets Mr. 

McGregor who is planting cabbages there. The story will be about Peter’s journey to survive in the new 

world, or in his case is Mr. McGregor’s garden, and his struggles to find a way to come back home safely.  

An Intertextual Study of the Young Protagonists’ Self-Reliance in Beatrix Potter’s 

The Tale of Peter Rabbit and Nancy Farmer’s The House of the Scorpion 



An Intertextual Study of the Young Protagonists’ Self-Reliance in Beatrix Potter’s The Tale of Peter Rabbit and Nancy Farmer’s The House of the Scorpion  

 

89 

The second text is The House of the Scorpion which is written by Nancy Farmer in 2002. It tells the 

story about Matteo Alacrán, a clone of El Patrón, the owner of a huge field of opium in the border between 

the United States and Aztlán. He lives in a small cottage in the middle of the field with Celia, the one who 

takes care of him all these years, and he is not allowed to go outside. However, he decides to break the 

rule to meet new friends, the children around his age; Steven, Emilia and Maria. Later, he finds himself 

in troubles as the consequence that he has to deal with because of his decision to break the rule and his 

self-reliance is seen in his adventure to reach his goal, which is to become a free-man and is accepted by 

the society.  

The connection between texts can be analyzed by using comparison study which in this case is 

intertextual study where it analyzes the shifting in the later texts from the former texts. It can be applied 

in any texts in any media including children literary works. Emer O’Sullivan in his book entitled 

Comparative Children Literature (2005) states that Christoph Hein’s Das Wildpferd unterm Kachelofen 

Ein schönes dickes Buch von Jakob Borg und seinen Freunden which he wrote in 1984 is a variation A.A 

Milne’s Winnie the Pooh (1926) which has different language and culture that can be analyzed using 

intertextual approach to find out the similarities, the differences and the shifting of the later text from the 

former text (29).  

Michael Worton and Judith Still in their book entitled Intertextuality: Theories and Practices, stated 

that the term “intertextuality” is created by Julia Kristeva and is elaborated in her work entitled Word, 

Dialogue and Novel or Problemes de la structuration du texte (1). The theory of intertextuality believes 

that a text cannot be free from influences of other texts because before the writer becomes the creator of 

a text, he is a reader of texts so his own text cannot be free from the influences of the texts that he ever 

read before (ibid.). This argument is supported by Bakhtin via Julia Kristeva who said that, “…any text 

is constructed as a mosaic of quotations; any text is the absorption and transformation of another.” 

(Kristeva 66). From the previous statement, it can be understood that intertextuality believes that a text 

cannot exist as a whole by itself. In addition, Riffaterre in Allen (2000) introduces the term “hypogram” 

in understanding Intertextuality approach as “the text imagined by him [the reader] in its 

pretransformational state” which means that the hypogram refers to the former text that influences the 

later text, while the later text itself is called as the transformation (122). In this study, the writer uses 

Beatrix Potter’s The Tale of Peter Rabbit as the first text, while Nancy Farmer’s The House of the Scorpion 

is the second text because it is published about a hundred years after the first text was published 

commercially.  

In addition, in order to support the analysis and avoid the use of the same issue on the same object in 

other works, the writer does some research to find the previous studies. Laura Dunford in her thesis titled 

The Child and The Gothic Body: A Study of Abjection and Nineteenth Century Influences in Selected 

Works of Contemporary Gothic Children’s Literature which was written in 2010, examined the 

development of child-monster figures in the selected gothic children’s literary works. They are; Surrender 

by Sonya Hartnett, The Love Curse of the Rumbaughs by Jack Gantos, and The House of the Scorpion by 

Nancy Farmer. In her research, Dunford wanted to reveal the connection between the current cultural 

anxieties and the nineteenth century cultural anxieties that shared a fear of the technology impacts on the 

quality human existence which were portrayed by the monster-figure children characters on those novels 

by using a combination of psychoanalytic and historicist approach, Julia Kristeva’s theory, and some other 

theories that are created by nineteenth century theorists such as Cesare Lombroso and Max Nordau. A 

research also had been conducted to analyze Beatrix Potter’s The Tale of Peter Rabbit which was done 

by Mandy L. DeWilde in 2008 titled Victorian Restriction, Restraint, and Escape in the Children’s Tales 

of Beatrix Potter. It examined the influences of Beatrix Potter’s life in Victorian Era to her works such as 

Peter Rabbit, Tom Kitten, Flopsies Bunnies and many more. However, there is no research done which 

analyze the intertextual relation of main character’s struggle in Beatrix Potter’s The Tale of Peter Rabbit 

and Nancy Farmer’s The House of the Scorpion.  

Moreover, the writer also does some research to find previous studies that applied intertextuality 

theory in their research in order to support the analysis of this study. The first one is a thesis written by a 

student of Universitas Airlangga, Awanda Eki Safitri in 2013 entitled The Sea of Monsters Journey In 
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Rick Riordan’s Sea of Monsters and Homer’s The Odyssey Translated by Samuel Butler: An 

Intertextuality Study which examined the shifting meaning from the former text, Homer’s The Odyssey 

which was translated by Samuel Butler to the later text, Rick Riordan’s Sea of Monsters where she found 

out that the later text is the modern version of the former text and the intertextual relationship between 

them is agreement. The second one is also written by a student of Universitas Airlangga, Noor Faizah 

Imansari in 2015 entitled Heroine’s Downfall in Homer’s Iliad and Leo Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina: An 

Intertextual Study which also analyzed the new meaning in the later text, Leo Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina 

that is shifted from the meaning of the former text, Homer’s Iliad where she found out that the socio-

cultural differences in both stories will produce different ending for the characters which in this case are 

Helen in Homer’s Illiad and Anna in Leo Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina.  

By this, the writer wants to analyze the shifting idea of main characters’ self-reliance which is 

portrayed by Peter and Matt from the former text, Beatrix Potter’s The Tale of Peter Rabbit to the later 

text, Nancy Farmer’s The House of the Scorpion by using intertextuality approach which is supported by 

intrinsic elements of both stories. In addition, in order to analyze it, the writer will use qualitative method 

that consists of data collection and data analysis. In collecting data, the writer will use close-reading 

technique on both primary and secondary sources to find the data that the writer needs in order to analyze 

the main focus of this study, while in analyzing the data, the writer will use the data which have been 

collected from both of the primary and secondary sources to find the similarities and differences of both 

stories, then analyze them by using intertextuality theory which is supported by intrinsic elements theory 

to find the intertextual relation between them and determine the shifting meaning of the main characters’ 

self-reliance from the former text to the later text.  

2. Analysis 

In order to analyze the shifting meaning of the main characters’ self-reliance which in this study are 

represented by Peter Rabbit of Beatrix Potter’s The Tale of Peter Rabbit and Matteo Alacrán of Nancy 

Farmer’s The House of the Scorpion, the writer will try to find similarities and differences of the formal 

elements of both stories first which in this study will focus on the character, plot and setting. For the 

explanation of similarities and differences of both stories’ young protagonists, the writer will use the table 

below. 

The Similarities Peter Rabbit Matteo Alacrán 

The Young Protagonist 

Peter Rabbit is described as a young 

rabbit within the story, from the 

beginning to the end 

Matteo Alacrán’s story begins from 

the day when he was created by the 

scientists and it ends when he is about 

14 years old 

The non-human child Peter is a rabbit, an animal Matt is a clone of El Patrón 

The child with no father-figure 
Peter’s father had already passed 

away 
Matt was raised only by Celia 

The young rule-breaker 

Peter’s mother warns him not to go to 

Mr. McGregor’s garden, but he goes 

there anyway 

Celia warns him not to go outside and 

locks both the doors and the windows, 

but he breaks the window then goes 

outside 

The young single-fighter 
In order to escape from Mr. 

McGregor’s garden, he fights alone 

In order to reach his goals, he is 

getting some help from others but 

sometimes he fights alone 

The young survivor 

Peter survives from Mr. McGregor’s 

garden but he is exhausted and not 

feeling well in the evening 

Matt survives from El Patrón’s control 

and later, he becomes a free-man 

Table 1. The similarities and differences of Peter and Matt 

 

Beatrix Potter’s The Tale of Peter Rabbit  Nancy Farmer’s The House of the Scorpion 

Peter Rabbit is a little rabbit who lives with his 

three sisters and their mother in a sandbank 

underneath the root of fir tree.  

Matt is a clone of El Patrón who is raised by Celia in a 

small house in the middle of poppy field which is 

located in the border of the United States of America 

and Aztlán (Mexico).  
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Beatrix Potter’s The Tale of Peter Rabbit  Nancy Farmer’s The House of the Scorpion  

Mrs. Rabbit tells her children to avoid Mr. 

McGregor’s garden because their father had an 

accident there and was put into a pie by Mrs. 

McGregor. However, Peter does not listen to his 

mother and goes straight into the garden.  

Celia warns Matt not to go outside because it is 

dangerous for him. She even locks both the doors and 

the windows, but Matt breaks the window and goes 

outside to meet Maria, Emilia and Steven.  

Mr. McGregor finds Peter who is enjoying his 

vegetables then chases the little rabbit.  

The shards of the broken window glass hurt Matt then 

Steven brings him to the main house to treat his wound 

but Matt is thrown in a prison once they find out that 

he is a clone.  

Peter is trapped in a gooseberry net. Some sparrows 

come to him but they only motivate him to free 

himself.   

Matt is bullied by Rosa, Tom and even Willum, the 

doctor, but Maria helps him by informing Celia about 

his whereabouts and the maid reports it to El Patrón so 

the old man can release Matt from the prison.  

Peter cannot find a way out of Mr. McGregor’s 

garden. He meets a mouse then asks her but she is 

busy and her mouth is filled with beans so she 

cannot help Peter.  

El Patrón gives Matt one of his bodyguards, Tam Lin, 

who does not only protect him but also teaches him 

about many things.  

 

Some years after that, Maria comes back to the estates 

to attend El Viejo’s funeral. She becomes more 

religious and tells Matt that she forgives him for what 

happened at the birthday party and to her pet.  

Peter tries to find another way out of Mr. 

McGregor’s garden then he meets a cat that stares 

into the pond. He does not approach him as his 

cousin ever told him about a cat.  

El Patrón has a heart attack on Steven and Emilia’s 

wedding party. The guards are ordered to catch Matt as 

El Patrón needs his heart to replace the old man’s 

damaged heart. Maria tries to help Matt escaping from 

the estate but she fails as Steven and Emilia catch 

them.  

 

Celia tells El Patrón that he cannot use Matt’s heart as 

she keeps giving him poison in his foods so his organ 

will not be healthy to be transplanted.  

 

El Patrón dies. Mr. Alacrán commands Tam Lin to 

dispose Matt but instead of disposing him in the 

wasteland, Tam Lin tells him to escape to Aztlán and 

find Esperanza Mendoza, Maria’s mother, who can 

help him. Tam Lin also gives him some supplies. 

 

Matt makes a journey through the border to Aztlán. He 

is found by the keepers in Aztlán and is forced to work 

in the factory.  

Peter finds a way out behind Mr. McGregor then he 

runs as fast as he can, passing Mr. McGregor and 

escapes from the garden. 

Matt finds some friends who always support him 

whenever the keepers bully him. They even save Matt 

from the pit and together they go to San Luis to meet 

Maria and Esperanza.  

 

Esperanza saves Matt and his friends from the keepers 

who want to catch them and drag them back to the 

factory. Esperanza also takes Matt back to the estate 

after he agrees to help her to destroy the opium empire.  

Peter comes back to his home, feeling extremely 

exhausted. He does not feel well in the evening and 

is given medicine by his mother while his sisters get 

delicious foods for dinner.  

Matt comes back to the estate. He meets Celia, Daft 

Donald and Mr. Ortega, also some eejits that survive. 

Daft Donald tells him about what happened in the 

mansion after Matt leaves. After that, Matt decides to 

break down the opium empire with the help of his 

family and friends.  

Table 2. The similarities and differences of setting and plot 

Both Peter and Matt are non-human children who have no father-figure when they grow up. Matt is a 

clone of El Patrón, the owner of opium empire, who is not born from a female human but is harvested 

from a cow as Tom mocks him, “You’re a clone… Know what that is? A kind of puke. You were puked 

up by a cow.” (Farmer 67). However, although he does not have biological parents, he has Celia who fills 

a mother-figure for him even though she does not want to admit it. On the other hand, unlike Matt, Peter 

has biological parents. He even has three siblings named Flopsy, Mopsy and Cotton-tail. However, his 
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father was already passed away when Peter grows up as his mother, Mrs. Rabbit, explains to Peter and 

his siblings, “… Your father had an accident there—he was put in a pie by Mrs. McGregor.” (Potter 2).  

Their adventure begins as they break the rule that is given by their mothers or mother-figures. Mrs. 

Rabbit warns her children not to enter Mr. McGregor’s garden because it is dangerous as their father had 

an accident there that took his life (ibid.), but because of his curiosity, Peter runs straight into the garden. 

In Matt’s case, he is told by Celia not to go outside because it is dangerous for him. She even locks both 

the door and the windows to prevent Matt to go outside (Farmer 7). However, the desire and the curiosity 

to communicate with the children around his age motivate him to break the rule as he breaks the window 

and greets them.  

Both Peter and Matt’s poor decisions lead them to the beginning of their struggles and adventures. In 

Peter’s case, at first, Peter is enjoying his time in the garden as he eats some vegetables there. However, 

he is found by Mr. McGregor then is chased by the farmer. He runs away from Mr. McGregor then he is 

trapped in the gooseberry net. He is scared and almost gives up and then the sparrows come approaching 

him (Potter 8). They do not come to help him. In fact, they come only to motivate him to free himself. 

Mr. McGregor finds him and tries to catch him but Peter dodges as he leaves his jacket and runs.  

Mr. McGregor loses him then the farmer decides to go back to tend his garden again. Peter sits down 

to rest as he tries to find a way out of the garden. He finds a little mouse but she cannot help him as she 

is busy and there is a large pea in her mouth (ibid 15). Peter has no choice but to find a way out by himself. 

The last animal that Peter meets in the garden is a cat that stares into the pond. However, he does not have 

any courage to ask him because he has heard some bad things about a cat from his cousin (ibid 16). As 

the young single fighter, Peter wanders around to find a way out that he finds near Mr. McGregor who is 

hoeing some onions. After that, with all the strength that he has, Peter runs as fast as he can straight to the 

gate so he can get out of the garden.  

Self-reliance as the moral value of the story is boldly depicted in Peter’s adventure in Mr. McGregor’s 

garden. Moreover, the moral value of a children literary works is usually used to let the children readers 

know what kind of behaviors that are considered as appropriate and inappropriate behaviors within their 

society so they will become proper adults within their society in the future. Potter’s The Tale of Peter 

Rabbit does not mention the details of its setting. However, it can be obtained by the fact that Beatrix 

Potter as the writer of The Tale of Peter Rabbit was a woman who lived in the Victorian era and the sense 

of Victorian era that can be seen in the illustration of the story, especially the clothes that are worn by the 

characters. In addition, in order to support the argument, Kutzer in her book entitled Beatrix Potter: 

Writing in Code (2003) argues that The Tale of Peter Rabbit is one way of Potter to deal with her 

difficulties with her family, independence and anxiety that emerged because of the gender restriction in 

Victorian era (39). They are caused by the idea of paternalism in Britain which existed even before the 

emergence of the Victorian era that inhibited the people’s freedom and forced them to obey the rules that 

were created by the authorities (D. Roberts 9). Furthermore, although paternalism had its own moral 

standards, paternalism could not remove the social ills but only could reduce them. However, paternalism 

wanted to have a social harmony in their society that led to the emergence of the vision of laissez-fair 

society which based on self-reliant morality in order to not only create a social harmony, but also remove 

the social ills (ibid 24).  

Furthermore, self-reliance was heavily promoted in the Victorian era to motivate the poor men so they 

could rise from their poverty and social misery. The people of the Victorian era believed that the social 

ills would always be there even though they tried so hard to build a better society and they believed that 

only self-reliance where they pushed themselves to be better people that could resolve poverty and social 

misery (ibid 139). Moreover, the people in the Victorian era also believed that the nation would change 

into a better nation if its people, individually, changed themselves into better people. In addition, there 

were many definition of self-reliance in the Victorian era which in the paternalism, self-reliance was 

defined as patient, enduring, deferential and stoical but as the wealth, literacy, and upward mobility grew, 

the definition of self-reliance was re-created as bold, energetic, assertive, and not always deferential (ibid 

3). Therefore, the writer argues that in The Tales of Peter Rabbit, Beatrix Potter tried to challenge the 
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paternalism’s self reliance by promoting second definition of self-reliance, which is portrayed by Peter 

Rabbit, but the main spirit of self-reliance where one has to depend on one’s abilities is still there as Peter 

finally escapes from Mr. McGregor and finds his way back to his home by himself.  

On the other hand, Matt’s decision to break the rule that is given by Celia leads him to find the truth 

about himself as the clone of El Patrón. Unlike Peter, although many people are disgusted by his presence, 

there are several individuals who will always be there to save Matt and drag him out of the troubles. It is 

caused by the use of Mexican culture as its socio-cultural background which is famous with the strong 

kinship bonds among its people.  

Geert Hofstede’s cultural dimension of Mexico the hofstede centre website stated that in individualism 

dimension which focuses on the interdependence level of the members within a society, it shows that 

Mexico is on quite low level in individualism dimension and is considered as collectivist society. In 

addition, the people within collectivist society take care of the people within their group. Moreover, there 

are terms called “familismo” and “personalismo” that describe the cultural values in Mexican or Latino 

culture in the sense of social bonds.  

Sommers et al. and Guilamo-Ramos et al. in Ayón and Aisenberg (2010), explained familismo as a 

view that focuses on the importance of family values and well-being rather than individual opportunities 

(336). It means that the members of Mexican or Latino family value the blood ties more than other things, 

including the self-interests. Furthermore, Marin in Schwartz (2009) argued that personalismo is a 

preference for a member within a society or Latino society to have or maintain a good relationship with 

other members of the same group or ethnic (12). If familismo emphasizes on the importance of one’s 

family and kinship over one’s self, personalismo adds that maintaining good relationship with the people 

within the same group or same ethnicity is also important. That is why there are people who will always 

there to help Matt whenever he has to face any obstacle in his journey in order to reach his goal. They 

will do their best to save Matt even if they have to pay it with their lives. However, even though there are 

people who are willing to give their lives to save Matt, as written in Nancy Farmer’s official website, she 

stated that one of the themes in her books is self-reliance where the character has to fight any obstacles in 

his way to reach his goal by his own ability and strength. The writer argues that even though people will 

save him, Nancy Farmer wanted Matt to have self-reliance in himself which is portrayed in his action 

whenever he has to face the challenge in front of him by himself. For example, Matt’s self-reliance is seen 

clearly when he tries to talk to Maria who does not want to talk to him. Instead of asking for anyone’s 

help or depending on other, Matt decides to do something to solve the matter by himself. He plans to 

kidnap her dog and sends her a ransom note so he can talk to her but unfortunately it does not end well 

(Farmer 126-135). In addition, Matt’s self-reliance is also seen when he and Chacho are thrown in the pit 

with their hands and feet are being tied. Matt and Chacho are separated but they try to free themselves 

and survive in the middle of the storm that night (ibid 324-333).  

Furthermore, in her official website, Nancy Farmer also said that as an adult, she enjoyed reading the 

children books that were written by Beatrix Potter that proves a genetical relationship of Intertextual 

relation between Beatrix Potter’s The Tale of Peter Rabbit and Nancy Farmer’s The House of the 

Scorpion. The Intertextual relation is strengthened by several allusions of Beatrix Potter’s The Tale of 

Peter Rabbit that can be found in Nancy Farmer’s The House of the Scorpion. The first allusion is when 

Matt mentions that his favorite children book is Pedro El Conejo which is Beatrix Potter’s The Tale of 

Peter Rabbit in Spanish (ibid 7). Moreover, there are several times when Matt compares himself with 

Peter. For example, he compares his condition with Peter when Steven and Emilia find the little house in 

the Opium field. He compares his nervousness to Peter’s nervousness when he was found by Mr. 

McGregor. “Matt froze. He had wanted company, but this was happening too quickly. He felt like Pedro 

el Conejo in Señor MacGregor’s garden.” (ibid. 9). In addition, Another allusion of Beatrix Potter’s The 

Tale of Peter Rabbit in Nancy Farmer’s The House of the Scorpion is one of the antagonists’ name there 

that is similar to the antagonist of Beatrix Potter’s The Tale of Peter Rabbit which is Mr. McGregor but 

Nancy Farmer uses his Spanish name that is shown in the Spanish version of Beatrix Potter’s The Tale of 

Peter Rabbit which is Mr. MacGregor. Moreover, Mr. McGregor is not only one of the antagonists in 

both of the stories, but he is also a farmer (ibid 98).  
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Therefore, it is proven that Beatrix Potter’s The Tale of Peter Rabbit influences Nancy Farmer in 

writing The House of the Scorpion especially in creating her protagonist of the story, Matt, that has many 

similarities to Peter. She also brings the moral value of Beatrix Potter’s The Tale of Peter Rabbit which 

is the self-reliance that is shown by Peter in his adventure for the people of the Victorian era to her work 

entitled The House of the Scorpion through Matt’s adventure to reach his own goal within the Mexican 

culture. The use of different socio-cultural background influence the use of moral value of the books that 

is usually used in order to make the children readers of the books becomes better adults within their 

societies.  

Conclusion 

Many children literary works are didactic texts that are dedicated for the children readers which 

contain moral values in their stories to guide the children to be better adults within their society. In 

addition, it is not uncommon to analyze two or more children literary works by using intertextuality 

approach as intertextuality believes that a text cannot be free from the influences of other texts and 

children literary works are no exception. It is revealed that there are both similarities and differences in 

the main characters, the plots, the setting of both stories. Moreover, Beatrix Potter’s The Tale of Peter 

Rabbit and Nancy Farmer’s The House of the Scorpion produce the same moral value which is the 

encouragement to have self-reliance in one’s self. However, there is a shifting meaning of the self-reliance 

from the former text to the later text where their roles depend on the socio-cultural settings that are used 

by both of the story. Beatrix Potter’s The Tale of Peter Rabbit encourages its children readers to have self-

reliance in themselves because the self-reliance was a trait that was heavily promoted in the Victorian era 

to make people, especially the ones from lower or middle-lower class, escape from the poverty and social 

misery. On the other hand, Nancy Farmer’s The House of the Scorpion encourages its readers, especially 

the ones who live within Mexican culture where there are people who are willing to help them anytime, 

to have self-reliance in them.  

Furthermore, the writer also found a genetical relationship of intertextual relation between Beatrix 

Potter’s The Tale of Peter Rabbit and Nancy Farmer’s The House of the Scorpion as in her official website 

where Nancy Farmer stated that she likes to read the children books that are written by Beatrix Potter 

even though she is an adult. Moreover, the intertextual relation between both of the stories is also 

strengthened by the use of allusions of Beatrix Potter’s The Tale of Peter Rabbit in the later text. Finally, 

it can be concluded that both of the stories has intertextual relation where Beatrix Potter’s The Tale of 

Peter Rabbit acts as hypogram that influences the creation of its transformation which in this case is 

Nancy Farmer’s The House of the Scorpion.  
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